
OLVER ANNOUNCES $3.1 MILLION IN FUNDING FOR TRANSPORTATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN HAMPDEN COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved federal funding for two transportation projects to benefit communities in Hampden County.

  Local transportation projects earmarks in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report include $1.8 million for Route 10/202 in Southwick and $900,000 for the Union Street railroad bridge underpass in West Springfield.

   In addition, the bill includes $400,000 for the Western Mass Enterprise Fund, Inc. (WMEF) in Greenfield.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on

 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.

    The House and Senate approved the bill on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The bill now goes to the president's desk for a signature.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$1.8 million for reconstruction of Route 10/202 in Southwick

  This funding will go toward a phased project to reconstruct Route 10/202 from the Connecticut state line to the Westfield city line in Southwick.  The work will benefit residents of the town of Southwick and the city of Westfield, as well as businesses along the roadway.

   Olver said, "Ultimately, the project will create a downtown business district for Southwick with the goal of attracting increased business and economic development."

  The overall project includes resurfacing the roadway from the Connecticut state line to the center of Southwick, reconstruction of approximately one mile of Route 10/202 in the town center, improving drainage, installation of granite curbs and sidewalks and some utility relocation, and resurfacing and box widening from the Southwick town center north to Westfield.

   For additional information, contact Dana Roscoe or Jeff McCollough, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, at 413-781-6045.

$900,000 for design and construction of the Union Street railroad bridge underpass in West Springfield

   The goal of this project is to improve transportation to and around West Springfield's CSX rail yard, which is located at a major regional crossroads in western Massachusetts.  As the largest intermodal facility in the Connecticut River Valley and the I-91 transportation corridor, any improvements to this facility will have significant economic impacts not only for this region but in its 6,000 square mile market area that stretches north through Vermont and south to the Long Island Sound.

   Olver said, "In the West Springfield CSX rail yard we have a unique asset that is significantly under utilized.  The Union Street Bridge underpass has been identified as the major impediment to the yard's development.  I am pleased to have secured these design funds to get this significant regional project started."

  The current Union Street Bridge underpass provides only 12 feet of vertical clearance, which restricts the ability of larger vehicles to access the Merrick Industrial Area. As an alternative route, trucks are forced to use residential streets creating a significant conflict between truck traffic and neighborhood uses.

  Improvements to the Union Street Bridge Underpass creates an opportunity to remedy this situation by providing direct access from the underpass into the freight rail yard intermodal facility and provides the opportunity for other industrial uses via an intermodal connector.  With these improvements the capacity for rail freight in West Springfield will be significantly increased, having beneficial economic effects across the entire region.

  For additional information, contact Tim Brennan, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC), at 413-781-6045, or Dana Roscoe, (PVPC) at 413-781-6045.

$400,000 for the Western Mass Enterprise Fund, Inc. (WMEF) in Greenfield

  These funds will assist WMEF in providing business development resources to micro-enterprises and small businesses that either cannot qualify for bank financing or cannot qualify without participation from an alternative lender, such as WMEF. 

   WMEF operates in partnership with community development corporations (CDCs), banks and other community partners.  WMEF identifies individuals and businesses that need technical assistance, prepares a business for financing and provides ongoing support after a loan is made. Business development and business training are the primary collateral in the micro enterprise and small business program.

  Chris Sikes, executive director, WMEF, said, "This grant will allow the enterprise fund to go much more deeply into the western Mass. community to provide the type of financing thatís not available to people who need it most. Congressman is the longest term supporter of the enterprise fund going back to 1985 as a state senator when he supported the foundation of the Rural Enterprise Fund which later became the Western Mass Enterprise Fund. We're grateful to Congressman Olver for his good work and his commitment to economic development in western Mass."

  For additional information, contact Chris Sikes at 413-774-4033.
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